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RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION REQUIREMENT 



Honorable Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks 

Washington, D.C. 20231 QQJ ? - 9000 

iHCHNOLOGY CENTER 2806 

Dear Sir or Madam: 

This is responsive to the Office Action of October 3, 2000 in which the Examiner 
indicated that claims 1-34 are subject to a restriction or election requirement. 

In response to the restriction requirement, the applicants provisionally elect Group 
I with^Jrayerse^- The restriction requirement is submitted to be improper because the 
claims of Groups II are not "distinct" from the claims of Group I as the Examiner states. 
Although not officially stated in the Office Action, the Applicants assume the Examiner 
intended to include Claim 23 in Group IL 

In particular, the claims of Group I are drawn to an apparatus. The claims of 
Group II are drawn to a method for making the apparatus(es) in Group I. 

The Examiner's comment about the product as claimed which "can be made by a 
materially different process such as one in which there is no cavity formed in the 
insulating layer" does not apply to all claims in Group II. Specifically, claims 23-29 as 
filed, do not contain any language concerning a cavity formed in an insulating layer. The 
remaining claims in Group II are merely alternative embodiments of the present 



invention, and are therefore correctly claimed. Thus, restriction to the groups identified 
by the Examiner should not be required. 

In view of the foregoing arguments, the Applicants respectfully request the 
Examiner to document a viable alternative process or product, or withdraw the restriction 
or election requirement in accordance with MPEP §806. 05(f). 
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